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SUBJECT:  11  MAKING  CLOTHES  ON  HAND  DO."     Information  from  extension  workers  of  the 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Clothing  the  family  in  wartime  is  more  difficult  in  many  ways "for  home- 
maker  on  the  farm  than  for  those  in  town.     To  "begin  with,  the  woman  on  the 
farm  lives  far  from  well-stocked  stores.    And  the  war  has  given  her  many  extra 
jobs... farm  and  field  work... care  of  extra  large  flocks  of  chickens, . .more 
gardening  and  putting  up  food.     So  she  has  less  time  than  ever  before  for  shop- 
ping, or  for  making  clothes  at  home. 

Still,  farm  women  and  girls  are  carrying  on  in  this  line  as  in  others. 
Extension  workers  in  clothing  in  a  number  of  States  have  reported  recently  on 

the  clothing  problems  of  women  they  work  with — and  on  how  these  women  are  meet- 
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mg  their  problems. 

A  report  from  Indiana  is  more  or  less  typical  of  other  parts  of  the 
country,  though  each  region  has  its  own  special  clothing  problems,  Indiana 
housewives  say  they  are  finding  washable  house  dresses  higher  in  price  with 
quality  dropping  as  prices  rise.     They  report  that  needles  and  pins  are  dis- 
appearing from  stores, .  .that  you  are  never  sure  anymore  whether  colors  a.re 
fast  or  not.., and  that  many  of  the  colors  and  fine-quality  fabrics  you  could 
buy  before  the  war  have  disappeared  from  the  stores.     They  say  yard-goods 
counters  and  ready-to-wear  departments  still  have  plenty  of  rayon  and  cotton... 
and  some  100  percent  wool... many  blends.    As  for  stockings,  these  Indiana 
women  report  finding  rayon  hosiery  at  the  stores  but  not  many  full fashioned 
cotton  lisle  stockings...  and  not  enough  satisfactory  shoes  for  farm  and 
field  work. 
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Women's  work  clothes,  as  designed  by  home  economists  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  have  "been  popular  with  busy  Indiana  women.    Many  have  brought 
out  their  old  sewing  machines. . . oiled  them  up... and  made  these  clothes  for 
themselves.    Housewives  have  asked  extension  workers  for  sewing  machine  clinics 
where  old  machines  could  be  fixed  up.    Many  women  who  have  never  made  clothes 
before  are  enthusiastic  over  their  first  attempts. 

In  all  the  92  counties  of  Indiana  groups  of  rural  women  have  been  getting 
together  with  their  home  demonstration  agents  and  making  over  and  restyling 
old  clothes,    liany  are  searching  attics  and  closets  for  "unemployed"  garments 
to  put  into  service.    Uicely  patched  and  darned  clothes  will  be  no  novelty  in 
this  wartime  year  of  1943... in  fact,  they  will  be  good  style.    Women  are 
conserving  clothes  in  other  ways,  too. .. .learning  how  to  remove  spots  and 
stains  successfully. . .how  to  protect  clothes  from  moths... how  to  change  pat- 
terns...and  fit... and  make  over  clothes. 

That's  what  Indiana  women  report  about  clothing  in  wartime.    Many  Montana 
women  are  doing  the  same  things,  but  tiles'"  report  a  special  problem  in  addition 
to  the  others. . .laundering  clothes  in  hard  water.     The  Montana  Experiment 
Station  has  furnished  housewives  with  advice  about  water  softeners,  based  on 
its  own  research. . .also  information  on  the  best  way  to  launder  cottons,  rayons 
and  wools  under  Montana  conditions. 

Many  Montana  women  report  trouble  with  poor-quality  garments  and  goods 
bought  recently.-    They  say,  too,  that  the  new  rayons  and  cottons  are  not  fast 
in  color  like  the  goods  they  used  to  buy.     These  women  want  labels  on  goods 
with  information  to  help  them  buy. 

Rural  women  in  Vermont  say  they  have  been  conserving  clothes  all  their 
lives.. .and  are  still  at  it,  in  spite  of  all  the  extra  wartime  work  they  have 
to  do.    Vermont  is  a  State  with  very  few  large  shopping  centers.  So 
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Vermont  women  shop  a  good  deal  "by  mail.     And  they  report  that  nowadays  they 
can't  always  get  even  their  second  or  third  choice  on  an  order  "because  mail 
order  houses  have  such  small  supplies.     The  small  village  store  in  Vermont  is 
doing  more  business  in  clothing  and  yard  goods.    But  the  women  say  they  find 
choice  in  size,  fabrics  and  colors  very  limited.     Getting  clothes  or  the  makings 
of  them  is  more  difficult  nowadays  when  all  shopping  must  he  done  on  one  trip 
to  town. 

Vermont  women  have  always  believed  in  wearing  cotton  hose  for  working, 
but  they  would  like  better  quality  cotton  hose.     They  say  they  can't  get 
outsize  hose  anymore,  and  that  men's  work  socks  are  higher  in  price,  and 
poorer  in  quality.     They  say  colors  are  not  fast  in  children's  ankle  socks  and 
stockings.     They  report  that  the  quality  of  children' s  shoes  seems  poor  and 
the  cost  high  for  the  family  clothing  budget. 

Though  time  for  sewing  is  hard  to  find,  Vermont  women  report  that  they 
are  doing  more  sewing  than  they  have  done  in  the  la.st  few  years.     They  find 
that  garments  stored  away  in  the  attic  are  often  of  better  materials  than  they 
can  buy  now.     The  women  not  only  save  money  by  their  own  sewing. , „ the y  also  save 
materials  for  their  country.     They  have  "swap  centers"  for  hosiery  and  clothing. 
They  reclaim  and  reknit  worn  yarn.     They  have  sewing  machine  schools  and 
clinics. 

In  New  York  State    girls  in  4-H  Clubs  are  also  doing  a.  good  deal  in  con- 
serving clothes.     Of  course,  girls  want  clothes  that  make  them  feel  well- 
dressed,  so  the  remodeling  job  on  old  clothes  has  to  be  good.     Their  leaders 
show  them  how  to  make  the  most  of  the  material  they  have... how  to  get  style... 
what  to  do  about  clothes  they  don't  like... how  to  fix  then  up  for  themselves 

or  someone  else.     Girls  like  to  make  smart  extras  that  cost  little  or  nothing... 
belts,  collars ,  vests,  necklaces,  jackets,  hats  and  berets. 

These  reports  give  a  glimpse  of  the  housewife's  clothing  problem  in  wartime — 
and  what  she  is  doing  about  it. 


